
 

Welcome Back to School 
Kindergarten, Room 3 

2019-2020 
 

 
Welcome to our Kindergarten program at Sandra J. Gallardo Elementary School!  I look forward to providing an exciting environment in which 
your child can learn and grow.  I invite you to support and participate in your child’s education. Sandra J. Gallardo seeks to balance child-
initiated learning with teacher-directed activities.  This is a place to develop inclinations to read, write and solve problems. 
 
Contact Me 
Please feel free to get in touch with me at (916) 294-9170 ext. 270203 or by email at jjones@fcusd.org. I don’t regularly check email during 
evenings and weekends. I try to answer within 24 business hours so if you don’t hear back after 24-48 hours, please alert me. Our email and 
voice mail filters can create a delay or send your message to junk. At your earliest convenience please email me at the above address and I will 
promptly add you to the class email distribution list! I try to send out schedule changes by email so an email address is extremely important! 
 
Attendance/Absences/ Medical 
Consistent attendance is essential for your child to flourish in school. Please have your child at school on time each day.  If your 
child is late please get a late slip from the office and walk your child to the classroom. If your child is absent, please send a 
note the day he or she returns to school or call the school office (294-9170).  Please include the child’s name, date of 
absence and the reason for absence. 
 
If you know you will be out of town for 5 or more school days I can prepare Independent Study work to be sent home with your child, and the 
district will still receive the ADA funding for the missed days. You will obtain the request form from the school office and Mrs. Graham will sign 
off on the Independent Study contract and put it in my box. A 10 day notice is required for ALL independent studies. 
 
Drop-off and Pick-up  
Please park your car on the street or in the main parking lot at the front of the school and walk your child to the classroom.  At arrival time have 
your child line up at the classroom door and wait for the teacher. Please do not allow your child to play in the flowerbeds and grass area next to 
the classroom.  Attendance is taken at the start time for both arrival times.  Students will be dismissed out the back door of room 3. Please notify 
me in writing if your child is going home with someone else for the day so I remember at dismissal time.  If you need to take your child out of 
school early, please sign him/her out at the office first and then come and pick up your child.  
 
Playground and Equipment 
Children may use the playground equipment only at recess time or as monitored by the classroom teacher.  (Please do not allow students or 
siblings to play with equipment before or immediately after school (due to liability concerns and other classes being in session).   
 
Physical Education 
Your child will participate in P.E. for two half-hour sessions each week.  Your child will need a note from you to be excused from P.E.  If your child 
is not to participate for an extended period of time, the P.E. teacher will need a note from your doctor.  Please be sure your child wears clothing 
and shoes appropriate for physical education. Our P.E. days are                                    and                                       from                                      . 
 
Dress 
Please label all coats, jackets, backpacks and sweaters.  You may want to think about dressing your little ones in layers as the weather begins to 
change. Remember we paint and glue and actively play.  Tennis shoes are preferable everyday for safety reasons.  All shoes and sandals must be 
worn with socks. Sandals need to attach at the ankle.  Shoes with heels are not acceptable at school. School spirit day is on Friday. Many students 
and staff wear our school color (Gator Green!) or a Gallardo shirt on Fridays. 
 



Volunteers 
I welcome volunteers to work in our classroom to increase the adult/child interaction during the school day. Please obtain a volunteer 
application from the office to begin the volunteer approval process.  Volunteer applications are usually being processed during the first few 
weeks of school so we won’t have volunteer opportunities the first few weeks of school. Please plan to make other arrangements for any siblings 
when you come to help in the classroom as they are not permitted in the classroom during instruction.  (Reminder: Up-to-date T.B. tests are 
mandatory for any school volunteer!) Your help is greatly appreciated and most parents/grandparents find helping in the classroom is a lot of 
fun too! There will be a sign-up sheet for those who are interested in helping in the classroom at Back to School Night. I hope you will also join me 
in becoming an active member of our school PTA too!  
 
Cell Phones/ Social Media 
If you are volunteering in class, please turn your cell phones to silent or vibrate.  Little ones get easily distracted and we want to focus on our 
kindergarten day. Please feel free to step out and take an important call. Please do not take pictures or post pictures of students or adults at 
school on any of social media platform. The only exception is classroom events where pictures will be shared via our classroom Shutterfly 
account. 
 
Snacks/ Lunch 
We tend to work up quite an appetite as we learn so you may want to send a snack with your child each day. Please send something simple, 
nutritious and already prepared to your child’s liking (i.e. fruits or vegetables, sliced apples and oranges, bananas with the end slightly cut for 
ease of peeling, cheese and crackers, trail mix, etc.). We have water available from the drinking fountain if you prefer that to sending a drink. If 
you are sending a reusable drink container with your child, please spend some time teaching him/her how to open and close it tightly so that it 
won’t leak in our classroom. Only water bottles filled with water are permitted in the classroom during instruction. For our PM slip students 
your child will bring a lunch or buy one from the cafeteria. Your child will need to notify me at his or her arrival of the lunch preference so I can 
notify the cafeteria with your child’s lunch order.  
 
Gator “Friday” Folders/ Homework 
Most school news will come home in a green Gator Folder every Friday.  Please read through the papers, keep them and return the folder by the 
next Friday. The weekly home bulletin is available through Peach Jar so be sure to sign up for this electronic communication service. Our school 
uses the bulletin to remind families of schedule changes and other school sponsored activities. Homework will be included in the weekly folder 
and should be turned in the following Friday with the folder. Our homework reinforces and supports work we do in class.  
 
Homework will also have a special folder this year and will come home stuffed with new homework each Friday. This folder will need to be 
returned the following Friday with the work completed. At Back to School Night you will take home a homework workbook for your child’s math 
homework assignments. Parents will have to check the classroom webpage for the math pages assigned for the week. If new homework is not 
posted by Monday at 3pm., then no MATH homework will be assigned for the remainder of the week.  
 
Daily homework will consist of reading or listening to stories, HWT handwriting practice, online practice and a paper and pencil math activity 
that reinforces our learning in the classroom. Handwriting and math should not take longer than ten minutes each school day. Math pages will 
need to be torn out, completed and returned with your child’s other homework pages. Homework is meant to be interactive in that adults will 
need to read the tiny directions on the bottom of the child’s math homework pages.  (When we begin SIPPS the listening and reading stories 
will be five minutes of children reading SIPPS stories.) 
 
Special Helper/ Gabby & Gavin Gators 
When your child is special helper, (indicated on monthly calendar) he or she will have the opportunity to bring one item for show and tell. Your 
child will also be the special helper, help lead the class in calendar and lining up and sit at our Mickey Mouse desk! Gabby and Gavin Gators are our 
stuffed animals that make an overnight visit when your child is picked at calendar time. Please write about his or her experiences with them in 
their journal. This story can be dictated by your child and copied by you or if your child feels comfortable writing we love to see and read your 
child’s own work! Please be sure to return Gabby and Gavin promptly the next school day so others will have their turn to take them home. There 
might be times you don’t have time to complete the journal and that’s okay. Our class still needs them back so they can go on their next 
adventure. Sometimes I’ll take them home on a night I know I’m doing laundry to make them squeaky clean, so feel free to put in their journal if 
they got a bath when they visited your home!   
 



Birthdays 
You may choose to celebrate your child’s birthday with the class by sending in something special. If you send in a food 
treat, please consider a healthy option, like mini-muffins or fruit.  Please have items already prepared for the celebration 
that are easy to serve and eat so students can celebrate without being rushed! I do allow cupcakes, but be sure to send in 
the MINI cupcakes since our Kinders don’t need that much sugar at school!  
 
Backpacks 
Backpacks are very useful for small children to transport their things to and from school.  If you plan to purchase one, please make sure it is 
large enough to hold a 9x12 Gator folder and other papers and work that will come home.  For safety and storage reasons, backpacks with wheels 
are not permitted.   
 
Student Materials 
This year I am asking parents to supply their child with a  8”x12” pencil box filled with 1 box of Crayola crayons, 1 pink or white eraser, 2 glue 
sticks and 1 pair of child’s scissors. In a separate gallon ziplock bag labeled with your child’s name, include 10 glue sticks, two additional erasers, 
and one box of Crayola colored pencils (to be used in the last trimester). I will replenish your child’s supply box with these materials in 
November, January and April. If you feel your child will need more than this recommendation, stock up and keep it at home until he or she asks 
you for more.  I have a HUGE collection of new crayons so they are my treat this year and will also be replaced when glue sticks and erasers 
are refilled. Lastly it is suggested your child have a set of headphones labeled and placed in a labeled gallon ziplock bag that he or she can use 
during classroom instruction.  
 
Contributions 
I am always grateful for donations, but storage is at a premium!  I have included a wish list of items that are general things all Kindergarten 
classes will use during the school year. I will have more needs as we progress in the school year and your child’s teacher will make those requests 
when materials are needed. Donations of gift cards to Amazon, Costco, Target and Walmart are great to help cover costs of special projects. We 
have a classroom Amazon Wish List Page for materials and items for our treasure drawers linked to our classroom homepage. We have limited 
storage so I will and will occasionally put out and “all call” for supplies we need!   
 
General needs are as follows: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Special Programs 
We are very lucky to have special programs at Sandra J. Gallardo.  Our children go to the library for 30 minutes each week and are taught P.E. by 
a P.E. specialist who works with the children 30 minutes twice a week.  Our class will also participate in regular activities with a buddy class at 
school as well as have opportunities for (FAME) Fine Arts Mini Experiences and Junior Achievement that are taught by a parent volunteers. 
 
Our Daily Schedule will include (but not necessarily in this order) 

 Opening – attendance, flag, calendar, weather, oral language, songs 
 Reading/Writing Instruction – whole and small group instruction including literature, introduction of themes, poetry, letters, sounds, phonemic 

awareness 
 SIPPS – Systematic Instruction in Phonological Awareness, Phonics and Sight Words. Students will be grouped according to skill level  
 Math – whole and small group instruction 
 “Choice Time” – is a time for children to learn to make good choices, negotiate with their peers and to apply what they learned in whole group. 
 Snack and Recess 
 Story Time – (daily) stories relate to theme 
 P.E. (100 minutes each week) 
 Center Time - (Monday –Thursday) small group instruction (2 groups) 
 Library (30 minutes each week) 
 Science and Social Studies - whole and small group instruction 

*Kleenex Paper Towels Hand Wipes/Baby Wipes 
*AA batteries *AAA batteries 9 volt batteries 
*Electronic Screen Wipes Play Dough *Disinfectant Wipes 
*Ziplock Snack and Sandwich bags Ziplock Quart Bags Ziplock Gallon Bags 



Behavior Expectations 
Demonstrating good manners is expected at Sandra J. Gallardo.  The most important things we learn, model and work on the first few weeks of 
school are good manners, listening skills, and classroom routines and rules.  We know kindergartners, as well as all children; can be expected to 
be polite, respectful and kind.  Every child has the right to learn in a comfortable and safe environment and our expectations reflect this belief.  
We look forward to being your partner in helping your child enjoy a positive and successful school year.   
 

The 6 B’s 
1. Be safe 
2. Be responsible 
3. Be respectful 
4. Be on Task 
5. Be Kind 
6. Be Present 

 
In class we strive for good manners and good behavior.  I want our Kindergarten boys and girls to be able to behave in class so that all students 
can focus and learn. When students demonstrate the 6B’s, I may give them “Atta Gator” tickets which enter them into a weekly prize drawing. I 
want them to learn how to manage their own behavior as well. To this end I will use a system that focuses not just on what they are doing or not 
doing, but how to be aware and adjust their own behavior. These strategies may include learning to use physical movement, spending some alone 
time, doing fine motor activities or other things that can help a child focus on learning, etc. Sometimes, I may call home to enlist parents’ support 
in helping their child be successful with their behavior. The three personal standards I teach all year are:  

1. Make Good Decisions 
2. Show Respect 
3. Solve Problems 

 
Kindergarten Curriculum 
Core curriculum in Kindergarten consists of reading/language arts, mathematics, science, social studies and physical education.  Of course we 
include art and music throughout our lessons with a generous dose of kindergarten fun! Kindergarten is very interdisciplinary, which is the best 
way for children to learn.  
 
The Benchmark Universe program is used for Kindergarten language arts. It is built on a solid foundation of research in best teaching practices 
as well as best learning techniques for students.  We use SIPPS as a systematic instruction in phonics during our MTSS time when we group kids 
by ability to best meet their learning needs. 
 
We read and write every day in Kindergarten to strengthen skills and build on the joy of literature.  We will learn to LOVE to write! Handwiting 
Without Tears will teach students how to hold a pencil correctly and form letters and numbers neatly. 
 
Kindergarten math is based on Envision Math. Your child will use objects like counters, cubes and pattern blocks to problem-solve, discover, think, 
plan and learn about math.  Kindergarten math involves data analysis, geometry (shapes), visual thinking, measurement, patterns and 
functions, number relationships, logic and algebra.  Kindergarten math is a mix of hands-on exploration and practice worksheets. Envision math 
has an online component you can access at home. 
 
Scott Foresman , Amplify and Mystery Science will allow us to explore social studies and science topics in fun and interactive ways.  We hope to 
visit our new Science lab as much as possible this school year too! 
 
iReady is our district’s online practice and assessment tool to help students practice and assess reading and math skills. We have a class set of  
chromebooks in our classroom for students to complete iReady lessons in class. Your child will also be able to access iReady from homeWatch for 
log-in information for Benchmark, EnVision, Lexi and iReady soon! BE SURE TO KEEP THIS INFORMATION IN A SAFE PLACE! 

 

 
Welcome to our year of discovery! 

  



Volunteer Opportunities 
 

At School 
*Room Parent 

*Friday Folder Parent (includes correcting, collating homework and stuffing folders) 
Center Parents 

Art Docent 
*FAME teacher 

Jr. Achievement  
Playground Maintenance 

Kindergarten Garden Helper 
Helping at library time 

Prep Help: copying, cutting, organizing, etc. 
Cutting out die cuts (a plus if you can work the Silhouette machine!) 

Reading to the class 
 

At Home 
Cutting out laminating, (not all the time) 

Separating and stapling Scholastic book orders (once a month) 
Prepping for activities (as needed) 

 
* These are absolute necessity and need to be filled before anything else! 

 
 



All Early Days for 2019-2020 
 

We have several days during the year that our Kindergarteners will come to school at the early schedule. Some of these days are for report card 
prep and parent conferences. Others are for special days that our children will enjoy as a whole class. Here are the dates we have at this time.  
 
Any days when 1st-5th grades have a minimum day, Kindergarten students will be all-early. (This only affects the later gators’ schedule.) 
 
Please check monthly to see if additional days are added. 
 

On the following dates later gators will join the early gators and come to school from 8:22-12:06. 
 

October 31 - Scarecrow Day 

November 8 - Report Card Prep 

November 18-22 - Parent-Teacher Conferences 

December 20 - Winter Holiday Performance 

February 21 - Report Card Prep 

February 28 - Teacher initiated Parent-Teacher Conferences 

May 1 - Open House 

May 15 - Report Card Prep 

May 27, 28 

May 28 - Kindergarten Play Day (Last Day of School) 

 

Date to be determined later 

Primary Talent Show 

iReady Breakfast 

B Street Theater Assembly 

(May) - Safeway 


